The Weekly Volce, July 26 - August 1, 2002 19

COMMUNITY NEWS

Pepe On A Leaf

Leaf painter, Bagla, gets i
touch with an old passion

hile thousands from all over
the world will converge on
Il':"'lll" this '\‘-I'-\.'Il.l\.'i'l,l I eoreel
the Pope, the head of the Catholic
Church, there is one man who is doing
¢ different. Kailash ||-.l.'_:|.| will

not be af the mass ol Downsview, but he

omethi

has already captured the popular
i brilliant
i} rs and on o large K"
peepul leaf. “This is L
my tribute 1o him. Also | o W1

would like to sell it to the a,
& HTRET T -
highest hidder, SNys - -

Kailash Bagla, E

acarborough resident who

has suddenly found his !
-

old passion  Tor painting

oft leaves coming back (o 4

um after decades of non

aclivily. Bagla came into the
condiy A2 years ago and like
Phousunds of others hoad 1w set aside
s crentivity to concentrate on the nitly
gy of making o lfe for him aod hi
Tamuly oy e e coanin

Back i s village Hathras o Aligarh
Dhstrict of UI% he bad Gt Jeared o
pant on leaves (alwoays the leaves of
peepul tree) from s an wacher. Then e
came 0 Canoada to study art at the Ontario
College of Art in 1970, OF course, it is o
different story that he eventually would
have nothing 1o do with art in Canada but
would hold down decent jobs like Quality
Contral Manager at Motorola! OF course,

in these carly days, he did dabble with his

one on Mahatma Gandhi that he sold

later. 1 was an ant student here in 1972

when the then Prime Minister Pierre

lrudesu got ma o | painted the cou

ple's portrait on a leal. | went 1o Ottawn
to present it to them. Unforunately fos
me. Trudeau was out of town and | didn’1

have the money (o stay

thet three or four

days. 50 1 sent it 10

him by registered
mail. 1 got a let

ler acknowl

edging it
] i
- " A from him
o
X -"—:_'_\' k The only
e ather time
1 » that he pui
\ y
" brush 1w leaf

N wWas
.\ .

N ‘J.; o do
o a portrait of his wife

s sl there in s original

Trame,” Hagla says proudly

Pecadles woidld go by belone he decid
el b o Dk b0 ds ofiginanl passion, D
hippened last Diecembaer whan e il
o ow ool bead 1o was thie bappy hioli
doy seanon, His son, who knew his disd
talemt, enco ed him o do o Sama
Cliius, And that was the Hirst time in 26
years Bagla was painting. Bagla says niow
that he has got his Now back, he is able to
dor much more work. He has already built
up a collection ranging from  Mickes
Mouse 0 Knshoa, Shiv-Parvati to Taj

Diana. It was after 26 vears 1 iouched the
brush again. But my family was very
encouraging. They knew that | had this in

me. And 1

v | am very excited and spent
Uik some r||-|_~..|.-:||:: Pannngs )

I's quite an intricate work. First you
treat the peepul leaves (wiich come all
the way from India) and then paint the
ri;fllll' on its almest transparent surfnce
Bagla claims the leal paintings last long
without suffering domage. T sill have
the ones that | did thiny years ago and
they are intact.” he says, He spends on an
werage 16 10 25 hours on each paimnting
I am not retired vet. 1 stll have my cater
ing business. But | find this very absorh-
ing.

Bagla is now ready to be commissionid
by anyone (with the resources) wanting
hiz or her portraits painted on leal. But
then it will come st a sufl price, sov

around 52500, He sayx, “1 am not inter

ested in doang portrmts of peaple for 100
or 200 dollars. s not worih my while

Thig 15 an

nd 1t's forever. You cannol

by them
Wind oo losd gueestion, win peepul )
WY ot e o le bead™ Adver all, dha
OO rt e pid Bl D0 Do sanw s Bl wosonsa i |
purely techmical Phid onple Bepd wonildd
aissilve WF your freared i in the chetinioal
Phe Jeal of the pecpul 15 the only leal that
sEays mtact and creates o lascinating sur
fece held together by a luminous web of
vemns for the artist to paint on. “Even in
India, they canmot wse any other leaf,

says Bagln, You can get in touch with




